APRIL CONTEMPLATION

Blood of Christ, solace in sorrow, have mercy on us.

Opening Hymn
Eucharistic Exposition

Leader:
May this time of prayer and adoration before the Blessed Sacrament be a precious opportunity to grow in
awareness of the incomparable treasure which Christ has entrusted to his Church.

Silent Reflection
We pray that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord.

Prayer for the Year of Mercy
All:
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his power above all
by forgiveness and mercy. May your church, with renewed enthusiasm, bring good news to the poor, proclaim
liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to the blind. We ask this through the intercession of
Mary, Mother of Mercy, you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading: (Hebrews 8:8-12)

"The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and
with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the
hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from
them”, declares the Lord. “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time, declares the
Lord. I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. [ will be their God, and they will be my
people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' because they
will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more."

The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm  25:4-5,6-7,12-13,14-
15)

Response: The Lord shows himself to those who fear him.

Make me to know your ways, O LORD); teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long. R/.

Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O LORD! R/

The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him,
and he makes his covenant known to them. R/.

Glory Be...
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Reflection (Catechism, #1470)

In this sacrament, the sinner, placing himself before the merciful judgment of God, anticipates in a certain
way the judgment to which he will be subjected at the end of his earthly life. For it is now, in this life, that we
are offered the choice between life and death, and it is only by the road of conversion that we can enter the
Kingdom, from which one is excluded by grave sin. (Rev 22:15) In converting to Christ through penance and
faith, the sinner passes from death to life and "does not come into judgment." (Jn 5:24)

Prayer to be Merciful to Others
St. Maria Faustina Kowalska (Diary, 163)

All: O Lord, I want to be completely transformed into Your mercy and to be Your living reflection. May the
greatest of all divine attributes, that of Your unfathomable mercy, pass through my heart and soul to my
neighbor.

Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be merciful and filled with good deeds, so that I may do only good to
my neighbors and take upon myself the more difficult and toilsome tasks. May Your mercy, O Lord, rest upon
me. Amen.

Silent Reflection
Let us keep silence before God — silent within ourselves — that our hearts and ears may be open.

Gospel (Jn.5:19-21)

Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing on his own, but only what he sees the
Father doing; for whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise. The Father loves the Son and shows him all
that he himself is doing; and he will show him greater works than these, so that you will be astonished. Indeed,
just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whomever he wishes.

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Meditation John Paul 11, Dives in Misericordia, 8

THE PASCHAL MYSTERY
Love More Powerful Than Death, More Powerful Than Sin

Here is the Son of God, who in His resurrection experienced in a radical way mercy shown to Himself, that
is to say the love of the Father which is more powerful than death. And it is also the same Christ, the Son of
God, who at the end of His messianic mission—and, in a certain sense, even beyond the end—reveals Himself
as the inexhaustible source of mercy, of the same love that, in a subsequent perspective of the history of
salvation in the Church, is to be everlastingly confirmed as more powerful than sin. The paschal Christ is the
definitive incarnation of mercyi, its living sign.

Prayer for Faith in the Risen Lord

Father in heaven, in the Resurrection of Your Son we come to know the full depth of Your love. You have
freed us from the darkness of error and sin.

Increase my understanding and my love of the riches You have revealed in Him Who is Lord forever. May
the light of faith shine in my words and actions. Help me to cling to Your truths with fidelity.

May I, who have received your gift of faith, share in the new life of the Risen Christ. Keep me alive in Him,
ever true to His teaching till Your glory is revealed in me. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

April 2016 E-2



April 2016

E-3



Intentions

Leader:

Let us pray together the Daily Offering with the intentions of the Holy Father and our personal intentions:
R/. Lord, hear our prayer.

All:

Eternal Father, we offer you in union with Mary, Mother of the Redeemer of humankind, the Blood Jesus shed
with love in his passion and every day is offered on the altar. In union with the Victim offered for the salvation
of the world, we offer today’s actions in expiation for our sins, for the conversion of sinners, for the souls in
purgatory, for the needs of the holy Church, and especially:

For the Holy Father’s Universal Intention: That small farmers may receive a just reward for their precious
labor, we pray. R/.

For the Holy Father’s Intention for Evangelization: That Christians in Africa may give witness to love and
faith in Jesus Christ amid political-religious conflicts, we pray. R/.

That our country more fully embrace the culture of life, recognizing in each person the image of God Himself,
we pray. R/.

Lord, You have promised to be with your Church always. May the Holy Spirit inspire many more vocations to
the priesthood and religious life, we pray. R/.

May the balm of mercy reach everyone as a sign that the kingdom of God is already present in our midst, we
pray. R/.

For those who’ve asked the help of our prayers, for those who have no one to pray for them, and for the
intentions we hold in the silence of our hearts, we pray. R/.

Our Father...
Silent Reflection

Closing Prayer

All:

Eternal God, in Whom mercy is endless, and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us, and
increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments, we might not despair, nor become despondent, but with
great confidence, submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy Itself. Amen.

Benediction and Reposition

Closing Hymn
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